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10TH ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD’S TOP PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE 
CELEBRATED IN ARLES  
 
•Major retrospective exhibition and screening in Arles  
 
•Featured photographers: Benoît Aquin, Valérie Belin, Luc Delahaye, Mitch Epstein, Nadav 
Kander, Richard Mosse, Michael Schmidt     
 

Download press images from the following link: https://bit.ly/2JOrEz0 

The 10th anniversary of the Prix Pictet, now recognised as the world’s leading award in 
photography, will be celebrated with a major retrospective exhibition of the work of the 
winners over the past ten years at Les Rencontres d’Arles in France opening on Thursday 5 
July 2018. 

Prix Pictet winners will attend a special screening that evening in the spectacular setting of 
city’s great landmark, the Théâtre Antique, focusing on the critically important issues 
identified by the artists shortlisted for the prize since its founding ten years ago.  

Launched in 2008 with a groundbreaking mandate to document and highlight the global 
issue of sustainability, Prix Pictet immediately attracted the best photographers in the world 
to participate. The project has grown over the past ten years, now attracting nominations 
from more than 300 world class experts internationally, representing the work of more than 
4,000 artists through seven cycles of the Prix Pictet.  87 exhibitions in major cities have 
been shown including at the Prix Pictet’s partner museum, the V&A Museum in London, as 
well as at the Musée d’Art Moderne in Paris.  



The exhibition in Arles will feature a selection of works by all seven of the Prix Pictet 
winners, each responding to a specific theme relating to the challenge of sustainability in 
today’s world. They are:  

• Benoît Aquin (Winner 2008. Theme: Water)  
• Nadav Kander (Winner: 2009. Theme: Earth)  
• Mitch Epstein (Winner: 2011. Theme: Growth) 
• Luc Delahaye (Winner 2012. Theme: Power) 
• Michael Schmidt (Winner 2014. Theme: Consumption) 
• Valérie Belin (Winner 2015. Theme: Disorder) 
• Richard Mosse (Winner 2017: Theme: Space) 

 

Sir David King, Chair of the Prix Pictet Jury, said, “For ten years the Prix Pictet has 
campaigned through powerful images to bring global attention to critical issues of 
sustainability - especially environmental, but also social and governance issues. I am 
immensely proud of that. Many of the finest photographers on the planet have turned their 
lenses on what are arguably the greatest threats facing humankind in the 21st century. And 
they have appeared on our shortlists. Have we made a difference? I sincerely believe so, 
and we can celebrate that. But we cannot relax our vigilance, for the sustainability 
challenges we are up against are even more pressing than they were back in 2008.” 

Sam Stourdzé, Director of Les Rencontres d’Arles, said: “When it started, the Prix Pictet’s 
main thematic of sustainability was almost unknown to most of us. It is now a crucial issue. 
Within 10 years, the Prix Pictet has done an amazing job supporting many of the best artists 
with one of the most important awards in the field of photography. It is a great honour for 
Arles 2018 to present the works of the 7 winners.” 

An announcement will be made in Arles of the theme for the next cycle of Prix Pictet, which 
will lead to an exhibition and winner announcement at the V&A in London in autumn 2019.  

Prix Pictet Laureates exhibition 
5 July – 23 September 2018  
Les Rencontres d’Arles, Croisière, 65 boulevard Emile Combes, Arles 
 
Prix Pictet screening 
10pm Thursday 5 July 2018 
Théâtre Antique, Arles 
 

www.prixpictet.com  
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Notes to Editors: 

About the Prix Pictet  

The Prix Pictet, founded in 2008 by the Pictet Group, is an award of 100,000 Swiss francs 
(£88,000 / $100,500) given to the photographer who, in the opinion of the independent 
jury, has produced a series of work that is both artistically outstanding and presents a 
compelling narrative related to the theme of the award. Entry to the award is strictly by 
nomination. There are over 300 nominators worldwide who have, over the course of the 
seven cycles, nominated 4,200 artists for the prize. Taken together the nominated works 
present a powerful testament to the fragile state of our planet. 

About the Prix Pictet Laureates: 

Benoît Aquin 
b. 1963 - Canada  
Currently lives and works in Montreal 
Benoit Aquin is a photojournalist and landscape photographer concentrating on the 
exploration of large-scale environmental issues and their impact on humanity. He has 
exhibited widely and his work is part of the collection in the Canadian Museum of 
Contemporary Photography, Ottawa. He has received numerous awards for his work 
including the Grand Prix in the Lux competitions in 2001 and 2007; the Prix Antoine-
Desilets for his image titled Tsunami (2001), Grand Prix, Prix du Jury and Prix Le Soleil in the 
Regards du Québec competition (1996).  
 
Nadav Kander 
b. 1961 – Israel 
Currently lives and works in London 
Kander is a photographer, artist, and director known internationally for his landscapes and 
portraits. Kander was born in Tel Aviv, Israel, but two years later, his family moved to South 
Africa and settled there. He began to take photographs using a Pentax camera in 1974. He 
was later drafted into the South African Army, where he worked in a dark room, printing 
aerial photographs. His photography can be considered part of the Photo Reportage 
movement, which uses photography to highlight various ongoing social issues.  
 



Mitch Epstein  
b.1952, United States 
Currently lives and works in New York 
Epstein is a fine-art photographer who helped pioneer fine-art colour photography in the 
1970s. His photographs are in numerous major museum collections, including New York's 
Museum of Modern Art, Metropolitan Museum of Art, and Whitney Museum of American 
Art; The J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles; the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; 
and the Tate Modern in London. Epstein has worked as a director, cinematographer, and 
production designer on several films, including Dad, Salaam Bombay!, and Mississippi 
Masala. He lives in New York City. 
 
Luc Delahaye 
b. 1962, France 
Currently lives and works in Paris 
Luc Delahaye is known for his large-scale colour works depicting conflicts, world events or 
social issues. His pictures are characterised by detachment, directness and rich details, a 
documentary approach which is countered by dramatic intensity and a narrative structure. 
Delahaye started his career as a photojournalist. He joined the photo agency Sipa Press in 
1985 and dedicated himself to war reporting. From 1994 to 2004, he was a member of 
Magnum Photos. His war photography was characterised by its raw, direct recording of 
news and often combined a perilous closeness to events with an intellectual detachment in 
questioning his own presence.  
 
Michael Schmidt 
1945 - 2014, Germany 
Michael Schmidt (6 October 1945 – 24 May 2014) was a German photographer. His 
subjects of interest were Berlin and "the weight of German identity in modern history”. In 
1965 Schmidt began photographing the streets, buildings and people of West Berlin in a 
semi-documentary approach. He went on to make a series of "ambitious projects" there, all 
in black and white and becoming more impressionistic, until his death in 2014. Each project 
was exhibited, then published as a book. Schmidt belonged the Düsseldorf School of 
Photography. 
 
Valérie Belin  
b. 1964, France 
Currently lives and works in Paris 
Valérie Belin trained at the École Nationale des Beaux-Arts in Bourges from 1983 to 1988, 
and then went on to study the philosophy of art at the Université Panthéon-Sorbonne in 
Paris, where she was awarded a Diplôme d’Études Approfondies in 1989. Initially influenced 
by various minimalist and conceptual tendencies, Valérie Belin became interested in the 
photographic medium in its own right; this is at once the subject of her work and her way of 
reflecting and creating. Her work is articulated in photographic series, each one produced 
within the framework of a specific project. The works of Valérie Belin have been exhibited 
around the world and are held in numerous public and private collections. Belin was made 
an officer of France’s Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in 2017. 
 



Richard Mosse 
b.1980, Ireland 
Currently lives and work in New York & Ireland 
Richard Mosse is an Irish conceptual documentary photographer. In June 2015, Mosse 
became a nominee member of Magnum Photos. Mosse gained significant attention for his 
photographs of the war in the Eastern Congo using colour infrared film intended to create a 
new perspective on conflict. This work was published in three books, exhibited in solo 
exhibitions, and won the Deutsche Börse Photography Prize in 2014. In 2017 his series Heat 
Maps, which includes the film Incoming, had a solo exhibition, was published in a book, and 
won the Prix Pictet. 
 
 


