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Fannie Escoulen, Artistic advisor proposed 12 photographers to the members of the 
Executive committee and comments her choices:
« The twelve shortlisted photographers for the 2020 edition have the ambition to have 
tackled major projects, be they intimate and personal, political, environmental or historical 
in nature. They all show a sense of awareness. They are animated by major social issues 
and concerned with the events of their daily lives. A commitment revealed in their portfolios 
and asserted through very distinctive photographic signatures. Twelve talents looking at the 
world and at their own environment, as it is and as it goes, or not, filled with hope that their 
project will come out of the shadows. »

Among this selection,  
the Executive committee chose:

Laureates 2020
 Prix HSBC pour la Photographie
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Charlotte Mano
French, born in 1990

Louise Honée
Dutch, born in 1974



Louise Honée
« We Love Where We Live » 
In « We Love Where We Live », I capture the precocious 
glances of children and young adults. Their identity is closely 
related to the area where they grow up: McDowell County, 
West Virginia. It is partly located in the wooded mountains of 
the Appalachians, once one of the richest areas in America 
due to coal mining. People used to have a proper economic 
situation until one after the other, the mines closed and jobs 
disappeared. Many ended up unemployed and moved away, 
leaving ghost towns behind them. 

I wondered what future prospects are still offered to young 
people who often live with grandparents or other family 
relatives instead of their biological parents. Somewhere along 
the road is a sign with the inscription « We Love Where We 
Live. » I was fascinated by that apparent contradiction: the 
obvious problems in the area and the intense solidarity of the 
people. In this work, I try to portray both their vulnerability and 

resilience and in a cinematic way, I capture the beauty amidst poverty and insecurity.  « We Love 
Where We Live » is about growing up and developing one’s own identity. In these images, I put 
a soft, almost comforting filter over the sharp edges of a raw subject.

Louise Honée

Louise Honée delicately seizes this abandoned corner of Western Virginia, the children of a lost 
generation left to themselves as they wait for something to happen. Her images in black and 
white with their great formal purity tell so much about the hope of lives to be reconstructed, and 
this endless wait that might tomorrow turn into promises. 

Fannie Escoulen
2020 Artistic advisor
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Biography 
After finishing her study History of Art at the 
University of Amsterdam, Louise Honée, born in 
1974 in Nijmegen (Netherlands), discovered her 
passion for photography. She decided to continue 
her studies at the Photo Academy of Amsterdam 
and specialized in documentary photography. 
Since then, Honée has been working as a portrait 
and documentary photographer. 

The central subject of her photography is the 
indestructible hope of young people, capturing 
their fragile hope in all kinds of circumstances. 
Always in search of the poetry in a story, Honée 
brings the images she creates together and 
makes them part of a visual novella, in which 
the young persons she meets have a role in their 
own context. In her work she tries to define how 
different identities are also expressed by and in the 
landscape and environment where people live and 
where children grow up.

The work « We Love Where We Live » is one of 
her major projects, which came into being over 
a periode from spring 2017 to autumn 2019 in 
McDowell County in West Virginia, U.S.

Dutch. Born in 1974
Leaves and works in Arnhem
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Charlotte Mano
« Thank you mum » 
The series, « Thank you mum », is essentially 
an act of resistance manifested through 
images, videos and installations. I photograph 
my mother since she was diagnosed with 
an incurable illness (eighteen months). What 
can be done when faced with a future that 
is already known to be grim? What is left of 
that one most important person when the 
countdown has started? 

Isolated with her in the French countryside, I 
first attempted to express a mother-daughter 

relationship; though in time, it became a modest and poetic tribute to my own mother. This 
difficult but liberating work, is enriched daily with the experiences that my mother and I share 
each day. 

There is undeniably a strange, even esoteric atmosphere reminiscent of a ritual in these images, 
as if I sought by all possible means to ward off evils using any recording medium to suspend 
time and keep my mother by my side. Alejandro Castellote made a very perceptive remark 
when viewing the whole series: « She’s asking for a miracle ».

This is the most significant thing I was able to do as a photographer; I already know that the 
pieces of intimacy that you see here will in time form the construction of my life.

Charlotte Mano

In this very sensitive project, Charlotte Mano uses the image as therapy to deliver, through 
staging, narrative and fantasy, a seizing testimony of her mother’s predicted passing. Beyond 
a simple tribute, she addresses us, spectators, confronting us with our own lives and human 
conditions as she evokes a painful and universal topic, avoiding any sense of pathos. 

Fannie Escoulen
2020 Artistic advisor



Biography 
After a double degree in Modern Literature and 
Cultural Communication, Charlotte joined the 
école des Gobelins, where she was one of the top 
students.
Although it appears to revolve around several 
themes (the body, space, obscurity), her 
photographic work continuously questions 
the image: its power of representation and 
transparence, but also its own limits.
We find memories, characters, landscapes, 
feelings, conveyed in a toned-down atmosphere, 
contemplative and a bit nostalgic.
Her influences are varied: from 19th century fantasy 
literature to contemporary Chinese symbolist and 
surrealist painting as well as visual artists such as 
Oscar Muñoz.
What is striking throughout her entire body of work 
is this promising and singular vision of photography 
which she continuously explores and questions, 
with a permanent desire to innovate.
Throughout her journey, Charlotte is always 
experimenting with different media, she challenges 
image and its forms in order to make them sensual 
and disturbing.

French. Born in 1990
Leaves and works in Paris
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2020 Selection
The HSBC Award for Photography celebrates its  
25th anniversary in 2020. 25 years that witnessed the birth of 
many talents, some of whom have become internationally 
celebrated in the art scene: Valérie Belin, Noémie Goudal, 
Eric Baudelaire, Rip Hopkins, Marina Gadonneix, among 
others.

To be nominated for such an award represents a major step 
in the career of a photographer. It is a focus, a spotlight 
that means that it is important to consider their blooming 
work. The role of the artistic advisor is particularly crucial 
in the selection of the twelve projects as the course of the 

shortlisted photographers will necessarily be inflected. And although the number of applications 
is each year substantial, the advisor must evaluate not only the quality of the submitted series, 
but also their authors’ search and evolution process.

Some are completing their regular training in art or photography and are probably better 
prepared to present their project and enter a competition. Others who are self-taught, and 
perhaps less confident, nevertheless sent their application, finally convinced that the work is 
mature and ready to be shown. As image experts, our responsibility is to be attentive to this 
rising and promising generation coming from all corners of the world.

The twelve shortlisted photographers for the 2020 edition have the ambition to have tackled 
major projects, be they intimate and personal, political, environmental or historical in nature. 
They all show a sense of awareness. They are animated by major social issues and concerned 
with the events of their daily lives. A commitment revealed in their portfolios and asserted 
through very distinctive photographic signatures. Twelve talents looking at the world and at their 
own environment, as it is and as it goes, or not, filled with hope that their project will come out 
of the shadows.

Be they women or men, French or international, documentary photographers or photographers 
of the intimate, the jury will study their portfolios and consider their diversity and their qualities. 
Not only to assess the photographic technique or the plastic quality of the projects, because 
each one of them is driven by the desire to introduce their work in the best possible way, in a 
meaningful manner both in form and content, in line with their concerns and their obsessions.
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These twelve projects candidly seek to be anchored in reality, in our contemporary landscapes, 
families, society, asserting through the images and the subjects how fundamental it is to be 
involved in a substantive proposal, a long-term process. Some have taken risks, others deliver 
their first attempts, but they are all worth watching with care, because this is where talents are 
uncovered. 

I wish a long life to the HSBC Award, one among the few to honour emerging photography 
today and one that still offers the opportunity to discover the vitality of photographers in the 
making. I have always praised the significant work carried out by the Foundation and I am 
pleased to contribute today through this selection. 

Fannie Escoulen

Biographie

Born in 1978 in Valence (France). 
Leaves and works in Paris and Marseille. 

Gratuated from the National School of Photography in Arles in 2000, Fannie Escoulen is a 
free-lance curator specialised in contemporary images. 
Co-director of LE BAL in Paris from its creation in 2007 until 2014, she has been the curator  
of several major monographic exhibitions like Antoine d’Agata and Stéphane Duroy at LE 
BAL, Kate Barry at Les Rencontres d’Arles, and Anne-Marie Filaire at Le Mucem in Marseille. 
Concerned by the young international photographic scene, she is part of several exhibitions 
including emerging artists, like the Discovery Prize in Arles in 2015 where she nominated 
two young photographers (Pauline Fargue, the winner of the Prize and Julian Baron). She 
was the Artistic Director of the Levallois Prize from 2015 to 2017 and participated to the 
creation of The Ooshot Award, first prize dedicated to commissioned images. 

She also regularly works with publishers (Xavier Barral, Textuel, Filigranes,…) for monographic 
projects with photographers and advices galleries and companies involved in photography. 

In 2018 and 2019, she has been asked by the Ministry of Culture to conceive a special 
program dedicated to women photographers at Paris Photo. 

She is currently working on a new exhibition project with the French artist Laurence 
Aëgerter at Petit Palais in October 2020 in Paris. 
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2020 Nominees

Vincent Catala
« Rio, ville invisible »

French, born in 1975
vincentcatala.com

Elena Helfrecht
« Plexus »

German, born in 1992
elenahelfrecht.com
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Harikrishna Katragadda  
& Shweta Upadhyay

« I’ll Be Looking At The Moon,  
But I’ll Be Seeing You »

Indians, born in 1971 (Harikrishna) 
and 1983 (Shweta)

instagram.com/hari.katragadda/

Louise Honée
« We Love Where We Live »

Dutch, born in 1974
louisehonee.com
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Marie Leroux
« L’heure bleue »

French, born in 1986
marieleroux.com

Camille Lévêque
« In Search Of The Father »

French, born in 1985
camilleleveque.com
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French, born in 1990
charlottemano.com

Charlotte Mano
« Thank You Mum » 

Italian, born in 1986
francescomerlini.com

Francesco Merlini
« Akodessawa »
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Portuguese, born in 1984
miguelproenca.net

Miguel Proença
« The Buzzer »

French, born in 1975
instagram.com/yannisroger/

Yannis Roger
« Blocs Erratiques »
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Greek, born in 1989
ioannasakellaraki.com

Ioanna Sakellaraki
« The Truth is in the Soil »

Russian, born in 1989
igortereshkov.com

Igor Tereshkov
« Oil and Moss »
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Missions and initiatives
For 25 years, the Prix HSBC pour la Photographie has been supporting to help and 
sustainably promote the emerging generation of photography.

An annual competition is open from September to November to any professional 
photographer who has never had a monograph published, without age limit or 
nationality criteria.

Each year an Artistic advisor is nominated to give a fresh outlook and to preselect 
around ten candidates who are then presented to the Executive committee who select 
the two award winners.

The HSBC Prize supports the two photographers by:
• Publication of each artist’s first monograph at Xavier Barral Editions;

•  Creation and organization of the travelling exhibition of their works at four 
cultural venues in France and/or abroad;

•  Help in promoting new works throughout the year, presented during the last stage;

•  Acquisition by HSBC France of six works by laureate for its photographic 
collection.

16
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Executive committee
The Executive committee, composed of qualified artistic professionals and 
representatives of the HSBC Group, is responsible for selecting the Artistic advisor  
and validating the actions of the Prix HSBC pour la Photographie.

The committee is chaired by Christophe de Backer, Board Director, member of the 
Global Executive committee, HSBC Global Asset Management.

Qualified professionals

Christian Caujolle
Journalist, writer, founder of VU 
gallery and agency

François Cheval
Independent Curator

Chris Clark
Marketing Executive - Fish Pond Productions

Axelle Davezac
Executive Director of Fondation de France

Chantal Nedjib
President of L’image par l’image

HSBC representatives

Samir Assaf
Chief Executive Officer, Global Banking  
and Markets, HSBC Holdings Plc

Florence Basset
Head of North Network Retail Banking  
and Wealth Management, HSBC France

Mounira Benissad
Lawyer, HSBC France Wealth 
Management, HSBC France

Antoine Giscard d’Estaing
Vice-Chairman GBM France, HSBC France

Philippe Henry
Global Head of Corporate, Financials and 
Multinationals Banking, HSBC Bank Plc
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Laureates  
& Artistic advisors 
Since 1996 
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1996
1997

1998
1999 2000

2001
2002

2003
2004

2006
2005

2007

Eric Prinvault †
Henry Ray †

Christian Caujolle 
Journalist, author  
and founder of the VU 
Gallery and Agency

Jean-François Campos
Bertrand Desprez

François Hébel 
Director,  
Rencontres d’Arles

Milomir Kovacěvić
Seton Smith

Jérôme Sans 
Art Critic  
and Curator

Catherine Gfeller
Yoshiko Murakami

Alain Mingam 
Former Photographic 
Editor-in-Chief for 
Sygma, Gamma  
and Le Figaro

Laurence Demaison
Rip Hopkins

Robert Delpire † 
Director of the Photo 
Poche collection  
and editor

Eric Baudelaire
Brigitta Lund

Olivia Maria Rubio 
Exhibitions 
Department Director 
at La Fabrica 
(Madrid)

Clark et Pougnaud
Marina Gadonneix

Gilles Mora 
Director of the  
“L’Œuvre 
Photographique” 
collection at Editions 
du Seuil

Julia Fullerton-Batten
Matthew Pillsbury

Alain Sayag 
Photography Manager 
from 1981 to 2006 at 
the national modern art 
museum at the Centre 
Pompidou

Malala Andrialavidrazana
Patrick Taberna

Carol Brown † 
Head of Art Gallery  
at the Barbican Centre 
(London)

Mathieu Bernard-Reymond
Laurence Leblanc

Giovanna Calvenzi 
Photography Director  
for “Sportweek” (Milan)

Valérie Belin
Carole Fékété

Jacqueline 
d’Amecourt 
Curator of the Lhoist 
Group collection

Franck Christen
Jo Lansley & 
Helen Bendon

Alain D’Hooghe 
Photo chronicler, 
Curator, Professor  
of Photographic 
History (Brussels)



Louise Honée
Charlotte Mano

Fannie Escoulen 
Free-lance curator
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Laura Pannack
Mélanie Wenger

María García Yelo 
Director of 
PHotoEspaña, Madrid

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012
2013 2014

2015
2016

2018
2017

Aurore Valade
Guillaume Lemarchal

Chantal Grande 
Chairwoman of the 
Fondation FORVM 
for photography 
and Director of the 
Contemporary Art 
Centre TINGLADO 2 - 
Tarragona

Grégoire Alexandre
Matthieu Gafsou

Olivier Saillard 
Director of Palais 
Galliera - Musée de 
la Mode de la Ville 
de Paris

Laurent Hopp
Brodbeck &  
de Barbuat

Bernard Marcelis 
Art critic  
and curator

Alinka Echeverria
Xiao Zhang

Agnès Sire 
Director of the 
Fondation Henri 
Cartier-Bresson

Delphine Burtin
Akiko Takizawa

Simon Baker 
Curator of 
Photography and 
International Art  
at the Tate Modern 
in London

Antoine Bruy
Petros Efstathiadis

Raphaëlle Stopin 
Art Director 
for the Centre 
photographique  
in Rouen

Christian Vium
Marta Zgierska

Diane Dufour
Director of the 
BAL 

Maia Flore
Guillaume Martial

François Cheval 
Director of the 
Museums of 
Chalon-sur-Saône 
and Chief Curator 
of the Nicéphore 
NiépceMuseum in 
Chalon-sur-Saône

Cerise Doucède
Noémie Goudal

Emmanuelle 
de l’Ecotais 
Art historian, head 
of the photography 
collection at the  
Musée d’Art Moderne 
de la ville de Paris

The functions of the Artistic advisors
extend only over the year stated.

Nuno Andrade
Dominique Teufen

Stefano Stoll 
Director Images 
Vevey

2019

Leonora Hamill
Eric Pillot

Rafael Doctor  
Roncero
Art historian 
(Madrid)

2020



Contact
Catherine Philippot, Prix HSBC pour la Photographie Press Officer

01 40 47 63 42 – cathphilippot@relations-media.com
prixhsbc.evenium.com/?pg=presse

Follow us:

Travelling exhibition

Galerie Esther Woerdehoff
36, rue Falguière - Paris 15 
April 30th – June 6th, 2020

-
Arles

To be confirmed - Arles
June 29th – August 31st, 2020

-
Exhibition being organized
September – October, 2020

-
L’arsenal - Metz en Scènes

3 avenue Ney - Metz
November 20th – December 31st, 2020

-


